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The thrust of my project lies in my wish to establish a 3-week (to a semester) Study Abroad/Student Exchange Program in Japan within a year and a Minor or Certificate of Proficiency in Japanese within the next two years. The Study Abroad (Language and Culture Immersion) Program will target students who have completed at least two semesters of Japanese. 

As students will be selected from all the different colleges on campus, the curriculum for Japanese instruction will be greatly enhanced by:
· Adding modules that are not covered by our standard course syllabi. These will include various elements of Japanese Culture, History, Business Practices, Arts and Humanities, Religion and Spirituality, Philosophy, Technology, etc. ;
· Preparing students from their first semester of Japanese for the Study Abroad experience. This preparation includes workshops designed to help accept otherness, establishing a pen pale system with students in Japan and getting the students to identify early their areas of interest in various aspects of Japanese life;
· Getting students involved in individual projects whereby from their first semester of Japanese they identify 10 aspects of Japanese life that they will contrast with their own and would like to study further with their pen pale, as well as once in Japan and upon returning from Japan.

· Getting students, upon returning from Japan, to write and present their paper and be eligible to receive a passing grade for an additional level of Japanese Proficiency (Intermediate or Advanced, depending on cases).

Finally, the project will focus on drumming up support through the University Senate for a Minor or Certificate in Japanese Language and Culture Proficiency.

